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Addressed:

UGI GO5SIONER 01

PALISTIJI.

e pat ed:

GOVIER R,

CYPRUS.

C

o0..:.....

CCMM-VAMMLM

Addressed Nigh Co ainisimoer for
Palesti so

Repeated Governor, Cyprus No......
to commissioner ker
Jewish Cme No......

31. lain,00.....

Infants and orphans frem Cyprus.

In view of need for discretion

Public Relations Officers in both

Foreign and Colonial Office will reply

to enquiries by saying that a certain

nuher of infants and other compassionate

eases have been moved to Palestine for

prastisal and haanitarian reasons, but

will refuse to give details or to comment

on naubers.

Most of Press enquiries here are

concerned with future of illegal

immigrants in Cyprus as a whale. In

reply to enquiries attention will be drawn

to Mr. Rees-Williams reply in Parliament

enl8th February that negotiations are

proceeding with the United Nations

Commission to arrange the elearanme of

the camps before our final withdrawal

from Palestine.

It can also be revealed that .. L

have informed the Gemission that they
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mreprepared to releasefromg etetism the

two PAP ships after the 15th of Iffyes the
uaderstaudiag that they will be operated by

the Jewish Agency for the clearance of the

camps. 3
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM
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9A

My Reference .... 6 02V48/48

Your Reference...............

Colonial Offic ,
The Church House,

Great Smith Street,
London, S. W.1.

20t February,

S%

I enclose a draft telegr e psend to posts concerned regardin he'heaspect of the Cyprus camps. I unde1'nd -fatour Press Department have agreed the line withyour News Department with the exception of thefinal paragraph. I hope that you will agreethat there is no objection to mentioning the useof the PAN ships; this would be a substantial
help to the Governor of Cyprus.

Rennie was enquiring the other day whatthe publicity line vas to be and no doubt he wouldbe glad to see the draft telegram. I told himthat on the general question of illegal immigrationwe should maintain our previous attitude that H.M.G.were determined to control the traffic so long asthey remained responsible for the Government ofPalestine.

(J. D. Higham)

J. G. S. BEITH,
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AMMENT-- SLIP

POITrrICA LDIST RIBUT ION

381 Of 24.th MUay t o

Paragraph 2
"by 'Providenod"

line 3:- for "[gps. undec]" read

Paragraph 2 line
is no], read "there is

5:-
no"1

for "[gps undec. ? there

CCUMUJNICAT IONS

26th May,

Beirut telegram No.
Foreign Off ice.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and Dot passed on]
Cypher/OTP

POLITICAL DISTRIBUTIoN

FROM B W tTO FOREIGN OFFICE
Mr. Houstoun Boswall
No. 581
May 24th, 1948.

D. 1.00 p.m. May 24th, 1948.
A. 2.15 p.m. May 24th, 1948.

And also to G.O.C. Palestine.

Repeated to *Damasus Amman, Bagdad Jedda,*
British middle East Offloe. 'Cioand

jMOS T TMMDIA TS

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 581 of
Mh and G.O.C. Palestine, repeated for information'Damasous, Amman, Bagdad, Jedda, Cairo and* British MiddleEast Office,

*[London only]

Office*
Cairo only]

Please pass to U.K. G.O.C. Palestine.

Please pass to British Middle Beast

S.S.i Provide'2e"r(Messageries aritines) arrived atBeirut May 23rd with 20 passengers only Aecerding toMaster the ship left Marseilles with 916 passengers onboard (Lebanese authorities think that there were,1200)and proceeded direct to Haifa wheo ,200)es erdisembarked. Customary call at Alexandria was emitted.
2. Lebanese authorities understand that there are29000 more Je a assembled at Marseilles awaiting passage[grps. undec." to Haifa. Lebanese Prime Minister inrawing my at ention to the foregoing remindedis of theassurance that "[grp. deo. ?thereis no duestien offacilities being ivnu for Jewish immigration throughthe port of Haifa contained in your telegramoNo 414to British Middle East Office. That assurance wasconveyed to the Lebanese Minister for Foreign AffairsMay 18th as reported in my telegram No. 562.,
5. that are the facts please and if the pengerswere Jews as the Lebanese authorities understand whywere they allowed to land at Haifa?

4. Will you or G.O.C. Palestine please reply assoon as possible repeating to Amman where this may beacted on to-night.

ssss

[Copies sent' td. r Office for transmisso
to U.K. G. Palestine ]
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p0
in l te authorized recipe eand not passedbon]

Cypher/OTp.
PLITCLSTRTION,

FROM BEIHJT TO FOR ;IGN OFFICE.

Mr. Houstoun Bo swall.
No. 581.

24th May 1948.
D. 1.00 p.m. 24th May 1948.

R. 2.15 p.m. 24th May 1948.
AND ALSO TO:

Repeated to:

G. 0. C, Pal east ino.

us.omi t ted]
.E. O. E

MOST IMMLEDIATE'

SECRET.

(I

25 MAY r94d

Adrssdtotre ffice tole ram N o 581 of- " Cs ne, repea e or n orma onor gpsi omitted] 
B...S

SrSvd"Providence" (Msagries maritimeei arrived at Beinit May n2Srd witha2O passeng ers onlyAccording to Master the ship left Marseilles with 950passengers on board (Lebanese authorities think thatthere were 1,200) and proceeded direct to Haifa wherepassengers were di sembarked. Customary call atAlexandria was omitted.

2. Lebanese Authorities understand that there are2,000 more J s assembled at Marseilles awaiting passagegps. undec. e to Haifa. Lebanese Prime Minister indrawing my attention to the forego ing reminded me of theassurance that "[gp. undec. ? there is no] ueon
he f&cilitiebeing given for Jewish immigration throught port of Haifa" contained in your telegram No.414to B. M. E. O. That assurance was conveyed to the.41"'Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs May 18th asreported in my telegram No.652. r 1

S. What are the facts please and if the Passengerswere Jews at the Lebanese authorities understandwhy were they allowed to land at Haifa?

4. Will you or GO C. Palestine lease reply assoon as possible repe hn t qimnsere thsaybacted on tonight. e o Amman r his may be

Re etitNote by Communications Department:ob petition of omitted and undecypherable groups beingobtained
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b'.2 2 I3j11

En Clair POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION

FROK BEIRUT T M FOREIGN OFF

Mr. Houstoun Boswall
No. -
S4th May, 1948

M ST IMMEDIATE

D. 3.36 p.m. 24th May, 1948

R. 4.41 p.m. 2th May, 1948

My No. 581 24th.

Please pass most immediate to G.O.C. Palestine
as my telegram No. 1.

[Copies of telegram No. 381 from Beirut sent to
War ice for transmission to G.O.C. Palestine].
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T' mat of this telegran mst first be araphrased ite--mni. to pesos outsie h itis mnvu mat Sea'vie aif trnoitted in a 'pbar asytoo other than O.T.P.

[his telegram is ot.pwticular seey and should beretained by the suiherised recipient and not passed an]

cypher

EDMv HAIFA TO RIGtN 0FFIC

Ur Marriott
92..- u

96th May, 1948.

D. 5.40 an. 25th May, 1948.
R. 9.10 a. 25th May 1948.

(via Admiral;y)

Repeated to Beirut
Damsgus
Cairo
Comander-in-Chief Moditerranean

EI SE 7 ,

19425 MPY

Following sent to Azmn, My No. 5.

[Begins]

s.s. Providence arrived Haifa a.. 22nd May, having onboard 92) Jewish Intigrants ex Marseilles. These werefrnrished with individual valid passports 80 per ognt of whishNansen document. Pa proof against Part Control and therebeing no known specifoenbargo aainst assengers of thisdharaeter they were paidtted entry. constitentry
of personnel of Military age under cover of Britih p option,Part of Haifa has in consequeno. been closed for d oftwithdrawal to all incoming p assengus other than overnsent andservice personl and soleoted persons.

(nds]

Foreign Office please pass to Beirut, Damasons and Cairoas r telegams No. 5.

(Repeated Most isidiate to Beirut, Damasous and Cairo]
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WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code

message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to&
persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE: Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

O.T.P."are excepted from this rule.)

250340D/May

From Compal.

'.41 m~
Date 25.5.48

Recd, 0148
f

SECRE TEX

To Admiralty.
Info. C. in C. Med,

MOST IMMEDIA TE

For Prodrome, from Marriott, No.

Fle;aze repeat i;o ";Aut as my No
Cairo, No. 3 falow:. sy ent to Amman,

41.

. 3 Damascus, No 3
my No. 5 begins-

s.s. PROVIDENCE arrived Haifa A.M. 22nd May, having
on board 920 Jewish Immigrants ex Marseilles. These were
furnished with individual valid passports 80 per cent of
which Nansen document. Papers proof against Port Control
and there being no known specific embargo against passeng-
ers of this character they were permitted entry. This
constituting entry of personnel of Military age under
cover of British protection, Port of Hi fa has in
consequence boon closed for period of withdrawal to all
incoming passengers other than Government and service
personnel and selected porsons. Ends.

250340D

Advance copies sent to D.C., R.C.

1st Lord
1st S.L.(3)
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.
U.S.S.
O.D.(8).D.C.(2)
M.(25)
D.N.I.(5)
D. of P.(2)
D. of P.(Q)
C.N.I. (2)
R.C.
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CONFIDENTIAL

May 25.1948

May 27,1 948

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)
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)v A. -
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(Action

completed.)
(Ind

Jisngratfon._ntoHaifa area

Azap Pasha has protested in
a. a. "Providence" over the appar
undertaking
Haifa while

Reference

given not to p
Brdtdsh troops

Beirut telegram

the case of the
ent violation of

ermitBItmnigration
were in control.

381 of May 24
(36822/1399/31)
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Cypker/OTF! ITICA L DISTRIBUTION

FROM AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir A. Kirkbrie

25th May 1948

Repeated to Beirut

D.9.10. p..25thMay 1948

R.11.20.p...25th May 1948

CONFIDNNTZA L

Pa rep...or1I'lomit oi

Palest he."

Beirut telegram No: d81 to you about
. y lp . Pro QCRee.

Azsaa Pasha has asked me to canvey to youa protest against this apparent violation of theundertaking given at .to permit imigrationthroughIi aifa while 3 ish tror iare in control{
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TELEGRAM FROM
Mir Houston Boawall

EITRUT
388 8CRET

May 25,1948

May 27,1948I

Last Paper.

Refere ce .

(Print.)

(How imposed of.)

(Inde:(Action
completed.)

N ext Paper.

E(70

E
PALEDTINE

i'

Jewish Immigration

70
27 4vMY

into Ha;fa :s,s.

Refers to Haifa telegram 41

27
16I

Providence

of May 25
(36877/1399/31)

In view of the assurance given it is most
regrettable and has had a deplorable effect.
Hopes that the G. 0.0. shall not be allowed on
purely military grounds to undo the marked
good wheth has been achieved by H.M. Government'*
policy.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and-
retained by the authorised rec-pient and not

should
passed

be
on

4%le.

Cypher /OTP DIPLO .TIC DISTRIBUTION

iRO~_ BIRUT TO FOREIGNOFFICE

Lr. House.
No.388
25th .gay,

Repeated

SECPRL
TTIr~

repe
Bagd

OLEn Boswall

1948
D.
R.

to Cairo3 Damascus,

26th _lay,
26th divay,

Amman, Jedda,
B. . .

1948
1948

Bagdad,
0.,

#1

Addressed to Foreign Of f ee telegram No.388May 25th,
ated for information to airo, Damascus, Amman, Jedda,
ad, B..i.E.Oo

Haifa telegram No. to you. Steamship Providence.

In view of the assurance given this is most
regrettable and has.had a deplorable effect here.

2. l:inister

telephone if I had
I could only admit
Port of Haifp woul

for Foreign affairs asked
had any confirmation from
the facts. ilhen I told

me by
Haifa
him that the

d now be closed for the period of

withdrawal to
fied, he said
since heard cl

all incoming passengers with exceptions speci-
that he proposed to publish that. I have
osure has been announced by B.B.C.

3. s this is not the first time that military

considerations appear to have over ridden policy (I have

in mind especially the surprisingly sudden withdrawal

at Haifa) =ay I respectfully express the hope that the

G.O.C., whose heavy responsibilities I can fully

appreciate, shall not be allowed on purely military grounds

to undo the very marked good which has been achieved by

your policy.
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorized recipient and not passed on].
Cypher/)TP DIPLOMATIC DISTRIBUTION

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Houtoun Boswall
No.588
25th may, 1948

D. 9.56 a. m.
r. 1.10 p.ta.

26th May,
26th May,

Repeated

SECU 1
LIGHT

to Cairo, Dama (cus,,

F

Addressed to Fore ign 11
repeated for formation
Bagdad, B.M.E.O.

mnian, Jedda,
B._. .0

7027

to Cairo, Dacus,

Haifa telegram No.41 o .you.

In view of
regrettable and

the
has

Bagdad,
.

A an wJevdda

Aiaiaan, Jedda,

Steaoiship Providence.

assurance given this is
had a deplorable effect

mo t
here.

2. Minister for Foreign Affair- asked me by
telephone if I had had any confirmation from Haifa and
I could only admit the facts. Vihen I told him thatthe
Port of Haifa would now be closed for the period of
withdrawal to all incoming passengers with exceptions speci-
fied, he said thAt he proposed to publish that. I have
since heard closure has been announced by B.:.C.

5. As this is not the first time that military
considerations appear to have over ridden policy (I have
in mind especially the surprisingly 'udden .ithdrr ,,l
at Haifa) may I respectfully expre-' the hope that the
G.O.C., whose heavy responsibilities I can fully

appreciate, shall not be allowed on purely military grounds
to undo the very marked good which has been achieved by
your policy.
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Jewish immigration into Palestine through Haifa.

In reply to an enquiry from Azzam Pasha, we
informed him through the British Middle East Office
in a telegram dated May 6 (E5136/4/31) that the port
of Haifa would be fully occupied by the process of
withdrawal as long as we were there and that there
was no question of facilities being given for Jewish
immigration through it for practical reasons. This
telegram was drafted in the Foreign Office in the
light of repeated statements by War Office
representatives at inter-departmental meetings to the
effect that Jewish immigrants should not be allowed to
impede military withdrawal by using the port of Haifa.
A copy of the draft telegram to the British Middle
East Office(No.414)was sent to the War Office for
concurrence and was duly agreed by them before
dispatch.

It seems that there was some misunderstanding
between the War Office and the O. O.C.Palestine,
because out of a clear sky we later received notice
thaW 20 Jews had been allowed to land at Haifa by the
G. O C. on May 22. The G. 0. C. then apparently realised
his mistake and hurriedly closed the port for the
period of withdrawal to all incoming passengers other
than Government and Service personnel and selected
persons.

The War Office have expressed regret for this
lAche and have telegraphed for a report from the G.O.C.
which has not yet been received. Meanwhile we have
telegraphed to Arab posts that -

(a) The G.O.C. has now issued a decision that Haifa
cannot be used for other than official passenger
traffic during the withdrawal.

(b) The -0.C. has been requested to do all he can
to prevent Jewish immigration into any part of his

withdrawal/
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withdrawal area and in any
immigration takes

(c)
of

A report has been called
the 920Q Jews a t Haifa.

case to see that no
the port of

for on the disembarkation

31st May 1948T
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371O1/

Ne: 177

Dated

Received
in Registry

May 27,190

May 28,19L~

References.

(Print.)

(How

E
PALESTINE

E .71$
28 ligr jg

I

a. ixi
Refer's to Haifa tOlegraOu 41 of May 3 (6877/1392

As it. is public knowledge that irgireantshae entered Paleati ta Raita siakb NaySgests that it vluU bedsirable toiaaknows publicl what the real ps~t i ,, is,

(Minutes.)
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Cyphor/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBIUTION

FROM CAIRO

D. 7.45

R. 9.2627th May, 1948.

a.m. 28th May 1948.

a.m. 28th May, 1948.

to Bagdad
Amaan
Damascus
Beirut
Jedda
Jerusalem
New York U.K.
Washington

r

I
Del.

r .t71O1

2 t
I -SDI LiTE
RESTRICT- 2

Addressed to Feregn Office telegram No. 177 May 27th
repeated for Information to Bagdad, Amman, Damascus,
Beirut, Jedda, Jerusalem, U.K.LDel. New York, Washington.

Haifa telegram No. 41.

Palestine.

Press announced last night British authorities had
closed Haifa port to incoming passenger traffic. This
morning the press reports denial by Foreigi Office
spokesman that any order had teen sent to the British
Command in Palestine to deny the port to the Jewish
immigrants and ships.

2. In view of your telegram No. 414, the contents
of w ich have been passed on to the Arabs, I suggest it
might be desirable to let it be known publicly what, in
fact, the real position is. It is public knowledge that
immigrants have in fact entered Palestine through Haifa
since May 15th. As you are aware the whole issue of
Haifa is a sore spot with the Arabs.

and
and

Foreign Office
Washington as my
59 respectively.

please pass to Jedda, J.K.Del.1
telegrams Nos. [gp.undec.?70],

New
41
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Cypher/TP

FROM PARIS

Sir 0. Harvey
No:7

2nd June 1948

I MV7IAL
Please pass

addressees.

o / 3A LTY DETRUTI0

TO FOREIGN OFFICE INDL.AhU

D.4.57.p.m.2Ad, Jute 1948

1948

to Admiralty for allfollowing

To Admiralty, Commander
S.N.O. Haifa from British Naval

in Chief Mediterranean,
Attache Paris.

[Laegins ] .

Information just received from Ministere De LaMarine, Paris, that sloop La Grandiere on passage FarEast to Toulon was diverted yesterday 1st June to procto Haifa arriving Thursday 3rd June.

Rear Admiral G.E. Graz iai,
Division, extreme

T.O.O. 021611.

ex Commander of
Orient, is taking

2.
French Naval
on bDard. passage

4 XX:X:
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Regstry 67/3/1
Numbr 1757V3/199/31

TELEGRAM FROM

R. Campbell CAIRO
No.

785
Dated

Received
in Registry

4Jun48

7 Jn48

I-.
Last Paper.

7/O/

References.

(Print.)

Since this telegram was minuted we have had
another telegram on the same sub ject from the
British Middle East Office conveying a complaint
from Azzam Pasha. As we now have a number of
enquiries from Middle East posts about this incident
it seemed best to await the report promised by the
War Office and put the whole thing up then to the
Secretary of State) who has asked for an explanation.

2. The War Office have now found that they have
comparatively little information over and above the
unsatisfactory telegram in E 7990, and have according--
ly proposed to telegraph for more. I have written
the attached letter explaining exactly what points
we require information on.

(Action (I . )

completed.)

Next Pap r.

Lic>7'?

E
PALESTINE

jE..757i 23

" 7JUNI 948J

Dbakarat Hia fJewsh amnd

Rat n or _L s evdence
of Jelish persOel and stores beiag allowed to

reught ashore at Haifa. Eyptian Prime Minister
ka for eplanation since Haifa is supposed to be

till uider British Control.
Asks for instructions as to how reply should be

tramned.

1 -

(Minutes.)

This paper has been held up pending investigation
4t the matter by the War Office. The results of
this investigation are being submitted separately
in a note but it may be stated briefly here that
there were two cases of Jewish innigration into
Haifa during the first 'few days after the termination
of the Manda te, - the "Providence" with about 900
and another ship with about 200.

2. As has been pointed out elsewhere the fault
lies in the liaison between the G.O. C. and the War
Office. The War Office were confident that he was
taking measures to prevent any Jewish immigration
into Haifa port. I do not think there is any use in
pretending that this has been anything but an error
and I submit a telegram expressing regret.

J.G.S. Beith.
11th June , 1948 .

32008 F.O.P.
J.G.S. Beith.

14th June-, 1948.

co

0

I
-,

M(.
Ib
co

n

OWN

70 O A

O 7p -C

t-m-4

CA0C

n- -oI

Z O -4

--40

7 .-... .. .. _ .... ._.
___. - _-_ - _ -___ -. __._. -_ .._ _.... _. . -.. -.. . . - i w r

:,y
4 op

... r

1 9

i,

° / i

I-

6-44 /V"

v4-q .1 w. (JA4 ,

'194L.



in Clair POLITICAL.DISTRIBUTICN

FRi CAIRO TO F(EIGN OFFICE

Haifa
Jerusalem
Beirut
Bagdad )
Damascus )

10
50 p.m.

1E
Saving

addressed to Foreign Office ti
repeated for information to Haifa,
Saving to Bagdad and Damascus.

.th
4th

1

June,
June,

3

1
1
948.

4:.

7

\7 JUN 14

erusaem,
7 85 of
BiutiT

J une
anri

Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have obtained
copy of ship's manifest of S.S. "Providence" which sailed
from Miarseilles on i;ay 15th for Haifa where she
disembarked 581 men, 349 women, and 50 children all Jews,
and mostly described on the manifest as Zionists. Large
number of men are said to be of military age.

2. Egyptian Prime minister has personally instructed
lnistry to seek urgent explanation from His ajesty's

Government of why these Jews were allowed to land at a
port supposed to be still under British control, please
t elegraph how I should reply.

3.
;Kin ist r
"Sonja"
Tel el
of 900

As further evidence of
y produced letter from .
referring to discharge
Aviv. They claimed to

tons of stores.

f use
master
there
know

of Haifa
af Swedi
of cargo

that ca1rg

by Jews,
sh Ship
destined for

o consisted

Foreign Office please pass Haifa as my telegram io. 1.

[Repeated to Haifa]

F F F F

It Jvi

444

24

Sir R. Campbell
No. 85
4th June, 1948.

Repeated to

D. 7.
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.i.

14th June 1948.

f ound
avail
in ha
was a
the I"i
you a

I understood from Southey t
on investigation that there is1

able in the War Office about the
ifa immediately after' the terrain
Treed that you would have to ask
iddle East ani I am therefore, wr
basis for, your telegram of eu

We have h A a uim bwr
in the 1; iddle East on this -u

they should return to comimini
Arab League. IMay I draw your
(copies of which are enclosed

hits rnorrin<
little more

ajrrivail of

at iorn of th
£ r y ur t

i ry.

of tele r mrns frco:.
h ject all of them
ent ions fro Arab

attent ion to the
where available):

Tou had
information
Jewish lrimigrants

i mandate. It
her report from
lett-r to Jive

our representatives
skin r what rep'v

States or the
following papers

1. Beirut telegram No.430c
picture in the "Illustr
appears to be a differe
The "Sphere" has a note
called the "Argentina"

2. Cairo telegram No.785
explanation about the

of June 5th referring to a
ated London News". This
nt ship from the "Providence".

about an immigr an t ship
which may be the same.

of June 4th asks for an
"Providence".

3. British Middle1
10th reports th
also about the

I think you will
C in C M.E.L.F 78556/G/(O)
comprehensive explanation
bey end the case of the "Pr

The Secretary
an explanation of what
submit a report as soon
have to be based on wha
be grateful if you coul

East Office telegram No
e gist of an encuiry by
"Providence".

agree that
C does not

of what occ
ovidence".

the
give

urred

of State has asked
occurred at Haifa an

as possible. Any
t you learn from the
d ask him to send an

.196
Azz

of June
am Pasha

telegram from the
a satisfactory or
nor does it go

the Department for
d we should like to
report would however
G.0.C. and should
immediate reply.

.1'04 JLc, rs kk

Major H.
War

Leask,
Office,
.. 4.

11- L
(E 7571/1399/31)

l
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OPY.



No.

9 7571/1399/51.

Draft.

J.B.
11/6.

Telegram.
CAIRO

No.--------

Repeat to -

Saving:

BAGDAD

DEPARTMENTAL

Copies to :-

PALEST IE
DISTRIBUTION -

IMPORTANT
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to

of

zb
194

M.

Cairo telegram No.

June repeated for

Saving to Haifa ,

S 9gdade

Jerusalem,

Sa -0-

information

Beirut ,

and Damascus.

Y our telegram No.

"Providence. 

You should reply

Government by pointing

taken as reported in

to Bagdad.

785 [fr June 4th:

to the Egyptian

to the measuresA

my telegram No.-

You should add

537

that it is

regretted that

:--

necessary measures for

Jewish immigration had not

force when the "Providence"

.k 41r Aft the

the prevention of

been put into

arrived.

Confidential.
-40
waarmmar
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1948

E
PALESTINE

(

t
E

LA JUN 1948j

R,uty
Number 37698/1399/31

TELEGRAM FROM

No.
Mr. Marriott

HAIFA
76

Dated

Received
in Registry

7th
8th

June
W-

Last Paper.

7Vc'r/

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

(Action (In .)
completed.)

N ext Paper.

E(71o2

Jewish Iwmigrat ion, 8.8. Providence,

Refers Cairo telegram No, 785 dated 4th June
(37571/1399/31) Regarding 8.8. Providence, there is
nothing to add to Haifa telegram No, 41 (36877/1399/31
Regarding "8ONJA" No war-like stores have been landed
in Haifa aince May 14th.

(Minuites.)
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Cypher/0TP.

Mr. Marriett.-
10.76

7th June, 1948.

POLITICAL DISTRIBUIIOJ

WRGE HAIFA TO FCRIGN OFFIR,-

D. 7.05 an.. 8th June, 1948.

R. 11.60 a.m. 8th June, 1948.'

Please pass to Cairo as ay telegry .54

Your telegram 1 (785 totereign Office).
3.S. "Providene". There is nothing to add to
my telegram 5 (41 to Foreign Office).

2. SONJA. No (repeat no) warty-like stares
have been landed in Haifa since May 14th.

[Repeated to Caire

if

IE 7698
, JUN 194 8
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P148
.Registry
Number ;17902/1399/31
TELEGRAM PROM

B.OM.3.
No. 196

Dated

Received
in Registry

I

1-

0th
2th

June
"N

Last Paper.

Rer7 gcs
References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

(4c,, a,)

(Action (In )
completed.)

N ext Paper.

E-9 Q

E
PALESTINE

J AmrI .i P .A.leggngog O

'F
I

.12 JUN 19.48)

E 790 2

erg Cairo a1e No, 784tte 4h Junm
7571/1399/1) Sets out mal pinty of Memorana

sent b Aszsazha n the subjectof rival of
Jewish taex 8.8. Providenoe.
Memo state hat dischatge of Iimngrats and arms
was carr with the asbitance of a British Officer
Text fol by bag.

(Minutes.)
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4o,

Cypher/Mt

FAM 1RITISH PIDLE EAST OFFICE QARO

To BUREIGN OFFICE

D. 10.0.a.m. June 11th, 1948.
R. 1.50.p.m. June 11th, 1918.

Beirut.
Damascus,

Jerualem.
Amman, )
Jedda, gV .
Cairo',

E- 798

t|12 JUN 1948

repeatedor enna on
Jerusalem and Saving to Amman, J and Cairo.

Cairo telegram No. 785. Hai

1. Azzam Pasha has sent me a memorandum on the subject
of arrival of Jewish imigrants in 3.8. Providence.

2. After detailing alleged facts of arrival of ships at
Haifa menerandum adds discharge of cargo of arms and grants
was reported to have been carried out with the assistance of
a British officer accompanied by Hagana officers.

3. It goes on to contend that if this is true it
constitutes a violation of the neutrality that should be
observed by British authorities at the present juncture and
states that the British Government had declared they would not
allow either aras, provisions, or Jewish immigrants to reach
[grps.uadoc. ? front lines] through the port of Haifa. It
concludes by saying that the League. of Arab States hopes to
be informed of the true facts of the case.

4. Memirandum was accepted without comment and copy is
being forwarded to you by bag.

5. ?lease instruct me as to reply.

Foreign Office please pass Haifa as my telegram No. 1.

[Repeated to Haifa.]

666666

No. 1996.
June 10th, 1948.

Repeated to c
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'f f> /:j,9

POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION.

FRMCU HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Marriott.
No,122,

20th June, 1948.

D. 9.25 a.nm. 20th Junef

R. 11.14 a.m.

Your telegram 115.

No truth whatsoever

20th June,

1948.

1948.

in allegation.

Please repeat to B.M.E.0.,
Bagdad, Jerusalem Amman Jedda
telegrams 6, 19, 11, 6,11, 15,

Beirut Damascus,
and Cairo as my
6 and 11 respectively.

[Repeated
Telegram
to Haifa
telegram

as request
No.ll5 to
which was
No.196 of

ed.
Haifa repeated telegram
a repetition of B M.E.O.
June 10th to F.O.J.

En clair.
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'1948

Registry
Number E8198/1399/31
TELEGRAM FROM

No.
B. M. Be0.

203

Dated

Received
in Registry

I
1
7thnJune
8th

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How dii

/

gposed of.)

4/~ $0

f
Y'~ ai
Pro.

(Action In
complete .

/6

E ()S( I

IRvu"r~
PALESTINE |

Illegal Arms for Palestine.

Refers B.M.E.0. telegram No, 196 dated 10th June
(E7902/1399/31) Has received afurther memorandum
from the Arab League, stating that two vessels one
flying Panama flag and the other apparently Polish
arrived at Haifa on June 14th, one carried tanks
and the other Guns and ammunition destined for the
Zionists.
Arab League expects British authorities td prevent
these cargoes being landed.
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TRY REPETITION OF TELE

1?

(1) TELEGRAM SECTION,
FOREIGN OFFICE.

Please repeat to the posts shown below telegram No...1Z

from /t.................. ...................

........... $.e .... ......... N o.. T.~ .

GRAMS. 33

(Date)(.......

(Despatc .M

dated..

No.......
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Cypher/GJP POLi2ICAL DISTRIBUTfION

FROM CAIRO B. M, E, 0, TO FOREIGN OFFICE

a.m.
p.m.

17th
17th

June,1918.
June, 191,8.

Repeated to Haifa
Beirut
Damascus
Bagdad
Jerusalem
U.K.Del. New
Cairo
Amman Saving
Jedda Saving

York

JK

E

IMUviED IAT E

CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 20 of June

17th repeated for ormatin to Haifa, Belrut, Damascus,

Ba9g ad, Jerusalem, U.K.Del. New York, Cairo and saving

to Ammanr Jeida.

My telegram No. 196 of June 11th:

I have received a further 'emorandum from Arab League

stating two vessels one flying Panama flag and the other

apparently Polish arrived at Haifa on June 11th. One

carried tanks and other guns and ammunition destined for

Zionists. Vessels did not enter port but stopped short

in an adjoining quay belonging to I.P.C. ,emiorandum

continues that to allow these vessels to enter Haifa and

unload their cargoes constitutes a violation of pledges

given by British authorities as well as an infringement

of Security Councils resolution of May 29th. "Arab League

therefore expects British authorities who are still respon-

sible for port cf Haifa would prevent these vessels from

unloading their cargo and falling of these arms and

munitions in hands of Zionistr T.

2. Please instruct
state whether matter

me as to reply.
has been reported

Foreign office pass Haifa

New York as my telegrams Nos.

Memorandum does not
to jmediator.

immediate and U.K.Del.
2 and )8 respectively.

[Repeated to Haifa and U.K.Del. New fork.)
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HaifaJ7

telegram No.

unloading

203 Jof June

of arms carrying

I assume that there can he

the report communicated by
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no foundation for

the Arab League.
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D-2AJELN TAL DISTRIBUT ION.

FM FORIGa OFFICE TO HAIFA.

D. 1.16

N o. 646.

Addressedto Haifa
re heated ror informaf'on

B. . 0, telegram No.
alleged unloading of arms

18th June, 1948.

158oj8t bJune

June 17th:
vessels at Haifa].
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I assume that there
report communicated by t
telegraph most urgently

can be no foundat ion for
he Arab League. Please
the material for a reply.

0:0

No. 158.

18th June, 1948.
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MOST IMMEDIATE.

CCF IDENTIAL.

the

m m 0

0 ; -<

O m0 -
Sc o-

o I c2:
- - m -i

-u) -

m o2= 0

r o000

o -4>n-v

z m 2:

-n

c n

r r -1

C))-

= m

US
..

i

r

telegram N
i 

to .

her/OTP
noiidential.

205 [ofin
carrIying



7' / 7;
(p

En Clair

FROM HAIFA

Mr. Marriott,
No 112
181hFune,1914.8.

/

DEP'ARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION

TO FOREIGN OFFICE

D. 7.02 p.m.

R. 8.10 p.m.

'o.lA5L

18th June,1948.

18th June,1948.

Repeated to B.M.E.O.

tIOST IMMEDIATE

Addressed
June 18th, repe

to Foreign Off
ated to B.M.E.

Your telegram No.138 of

No truth whatever.

Please repeat B.M.E.0.

[Repeated

ice
n-

telegram No.112 of

t.

the 18th June.

to B.IM.E.. ]
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ERm 3WDAD TO F IL 9M TICB

D. 4.05 p.m.

June 50th,1968.
June 50th,1918.

R. 5.15 p.g. Je 5Oth,1968.

Your telegraa No. 679 repeating Haifa No. 115

not usIstood sings we do not appar to have

referemes. was it intended for another post?

[dogg sent to Middle East 8eoreta-i*t ]
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No. 7

2nd July,
D: 11.08 p.m.

191.8.
2nd July,

Your telegram No. 727.

Telegram it question referred to report contained.

in Cairo telegram No. 203 of which it ewas a denial.

En CLa
E.8198 399/31.
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}E8216/1399/3

Mr. Troutbeck
CAIRO

12th
18th

June
",

1 rval in Palestine of Jew

.I At 
ence.

Refers Ca&r telegram No, 196 dated 10th
frwo2the9 Arab3 Now encloses copy of thefrom the Arab League referred to therein

the case of the S.S. Providence.

June
memorandum
regarding

Last Paper~~~~-

(Minutes.)
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bS TATe ARABES

sECRQTARIAT *ON*RAL

N o.

Le Care, le

m 2 -

The British Goverbment also undertook

to prevent Jewish immigration into Palestine through the

port of Haifa.

the British

hopes to be

In bringing

Authorities

informed of

the matter to the notice of

concerned, the League of Arab States

the true facts of the case.

Cairo, 7th June, 1948.,
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LUw DES aTATS ARABES

SECRETARIAT GONRAL

Le Ca ire, le -_________ -- ,I1U4

MEMOR ANDUM

It has come to the knowledge of the

League of Arab States that the S/S "Providence" left

Marseilles on the 15th of May, 19+8, carrying arms and

Jewish immigrants for Palestine. The vessel was making for

Alexandria, but changed its course in 
order to escape in-

spection by the Egyptian Authorities 
and headed direct

for Haifa, where it unloaded the consignment 
of arms sent

to the Zionists and the immigrants it carried on board.

This is reported to have been carried out with 
the as-

sistance of a British officer, accompanied by Haganah

officers,

If this information is true, permission

by the British Authorities who are 
now in control of the

port of Haifa for the unloading of arms intended for the

Zionist terrorist gangs and the disembarcation of immigrants

to join the terrorist ranks, would be a violation 
of the neu-

trality the British Authorities should 
observe at this criti-

cal juncture.

It will be recalled that the British 
Gov-

ernment declared that after the termination 
of the Mandate,

they would no longer be responsible for the country except in

so far as concerns those regions in which British forces would

be at the time of their evacuation. The British Government also

declared that they would retain control of Haifa Port for eva-

cuation purposes only, and that they would not allow either

arms or provisions to reach the terrorist gangs-
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Sir,
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BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE.

10 SHARIA TOLUMBAT,
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38498/1399/31

Sir. H. Mack
BAGDAD

684

22nd June
23rd June

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

disposed of.)

3Ut~

(Actin ~ Inex;

(Action (Inde
completed.)

N ext Paper.

E

Illegal Arms

I
1'

Refers B. M.EB.0. telegram to Fore
dated 17th dune (E8198/1399/31)
has beer .eceived from the Iraqi
these tWGL ships which gives furt

Similar protest
Government reg

her details.
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set 71.

32003 F.O.P.
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V

Cypher/OTP POLITICAL D IS TRIBUT'ION

FROM BAGDAD TO F FOREIGN O FICE

Sir H. lack.
No.684
22ndJune, 1948

Repeated to

D. 7.26
k. 9.10

B . ..
Saving to

Amman and

LPORTAINT
COTTFIDENT IAL

22nd,
Jerus
York,

a.m.

a .ma.

23rd
23rd

June,
June,

Cairo, Haifa, Jer Salem,
Beirut, Damnscus U.K.D
Jedda.

(EA.

Addressed to Foreign OIt'ic
repeated for information

5a1em and Saving to.Beirut,
Aminan and Jedda.

e tele
to B.1.1

D)amaSCu

23 
J

5. U.K

1948
1948

and
L New Yoi

3498

4
ir, Haifa,
.DEL New

B. . '.(. telegraM No.2)3 to you.

I have received similar protect from Iraqi Govern,-ent
wnich gives further details. TName of Polish shin is
unknown. Shin flying Pnhnamanian flag wns naed "Atlania"
-nd left Port De Bouc near arseilles on the evening of
June 11th, after coming into force of cease fire order
which, memorandum points out, requires all Governments
to respect conditions stipulated by M'diator in accord nce
with Security Council's decision. htlania is alleged
to have carried 950 Jewish immigrants and 2 7 tons of
arms including machine guns, hRnd grenad. s, 4,000 shells
and 12 tons of mortar guns. Polish ship carried armoured
cars and other arms and war materials. mlemorandum asks
that enquiries be made As to action taken by British
authorities at Haifa with regard to unloading of the above
cargo and immigrahts. i-nister for Foreign AfIairs
in handing me memorandum said that the matter had not be n
reported to the Medi tor.

2. lease instruct me as to reply.

Foreign Office
2o.4. and saving to
u caving.

ple se pisS
U.Kx.D L New

to Haira
York s

as my telegra
-y telegram no.

[Repeated to Haifa san Saving to U.K.Q IHew York].
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Registry
Number 113835/1399/3 1

FROM WAR (FF3IC
(Mr Leask) to Mr Beith

NM/2s 7 6 (M04)

Dated

Received
in Registryi

2 Jun48

23 Jun 48

'ALE8TIN
e.;

'4

(gg1s/ias/3 1).
Eneloses two telegram fran C-in-C MIIs, a tating

that there is no truth in report that arms and
immigrants were landed from . VIDENCR with
help of a British Officer. Th ewa who did land
fra this ship were in possession of correctly
visaed pqers. The circumstances of the 22
inanigrants who landed frcmas.a. CAMPIDO LIO were the
some as those frca the PROVIDENCE. Nothing is known
of the sa. s . ARGENTINE having called at NAIA and it
is suggested that the pictures in the "Sphere" and
"Illustrated London News" were of the PROVIDENCE.
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Jewish immigration through the port of Haifa
after 15th May

V r~ cV
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We have been pressing the War Office, on the
instructions of the Secretary of State, to secure a report
from the General Officer Commanding at Haifa on this subject
in the light of the many complaints which we have received
from Arab governments. A letter was sent to the War Office
on E7571 explaining the points on which we required
information for the purpose of preparing a reply to the
Arabs. The War Office have now received telegrams from the
C.-in-C. Middle East Land Forces from which the following
picture emerges.

The SS "Providence", a MessageriesMaritimes ship,
left Marseilles with about 950 passengers and arrived at
Beirut on May 23rd with only 20 passengers. She had
dropped about 920 Jewish immigrants at Haifa on May 22nd.

The SS "Campidoglio" landed about 220 immigrants at
Haifa on May 21, apparently in the same circumstances
as the S "Providence".

According to these Middle East reports, this is the
sum total of Jewish immigration into Haifa during the days
immediately following the termination of the Mandate. It
has been explained in previous minutes that the fact that
this immigration was permitted by the British military
authorities appears to have been due to a lack of liaison
between the Service authorities in London and the military
authorities on the spot. The War Office have expressed
their regret to the Department in discussing this matter;
dof they recognise that they concurred in the despatch of a
telegram informing our representatives in Arab countries, in
reply to an enquiry from Azzam Pasha, that Jewish immigration
through the port of Haifa would not be permitted during the
period between the end of the Mandate and the final withdrawal
of British troops (E 5136 ). The War Office were under the
impression that the G.O.C. ywuld on no account permit such
immigration and one can only suppose that the whole thing wasa mistake due to the confusion arising out of the termination
of the Mandate. In any case. after these two ships had
landed their passengers, categorical instructions were
immediately sent to the Commanders in Chief on the subject
and the necessary measures were taken by the G.0.0. at Haifa.

The Commanders in Chief have reported that there is
no truth in the allegation that arms and immigrants were
landed from the SS "Providence" with the assistance of a
British officer. They also state that the SS "Argentine",
which formed the subject of pictures in the Illustrated London
News and the Sphere at the end of May, did not land immigrants
at Haifa as suggested in those papers. The Commanders in
Chief suggest that the pictures referred to by
Mr. Houston Boswall were of immigrants from the SS "Providence".

We informed Arab posts on May 26 (telegram No.537 to
Bagdad) that Haifa port had been formally closed to immigrants
that a report had been called for on the case of the
SS "Providence". It now remains to give our representatives
the substance of the information we have _ secured from the
War Office and I suggest that this could best be done by
drafting a reply to the memorandum from the Arab League in
E8216, which can be circulated for the information of other
Arab posts.

25th June, 1948. 1-Ps

0 ion
m c m 0
C) - -v-v

S o -<
m -Da0m
o m o -

vc c)
O 13Cn s
-m - m -1
m cJ)

-) -v
n - -0 s
m 0 s 0

-40o
r 00O 0
0O m C

0 s -v s
= m

- n)

co r 0
r r -4

A --4

O

-7

and

t"~

t -

i 
i



/,,*4 i74A9$

-,

/

1i1

Ss$A-t

Mft4

jieC

d 4L1 1

0~

-o
C

1

M

-i

co

co

Y4

UI

-n
0^4

~'a

c

m m o~
C -4 - -
o , -<

O --- "0 I
rn o-- m o -4

m-)-v

n- - z

-40O--100r- O OG7
07"1 C) ::

0 -4 a -v-

o x - s
= m =2c Dy-TI

C 2.

r r- -4

A ) -4

-4WO

yeJ 1:

"I-a xg v tw*4
;4 6-1-b 474 - cam-, w -,' .G

&4 & -

4 7"--I'",0 '~
//

fi3

i ra-.P



>:- H.L.E.C. Leak. D.8.0.. M.B.E.,

WHI 9400 Ext 595 THEE WAR OF

WHITEHALL,

TOP =3CUT

q BM,/

GJ ~- Us.- ,
I

J.G.S. Beith Esq.1
Eastern Department,
The Foreign Office.

-- N

0

J, 1 948.
2276(go4)

jE.8513
23 JUN !948

We have now received a telegram ra he Commander
in-Chief Middle East Land Forces, in reply ~to our request
for further information concerning the ships which it was
alleged had landed Jewish illegal immigrants at HAIFA after
the termination of the Mandate.

I have attached a copy of the first telegram we
received from the Camander-in-Chief Middle East Land Forces,
explaining circumstances under which the 88 PROVIDENCE
landed Jewish illegal immigrants at HAIFA on the 22nd May.
In the telegram dated 21st June which I have also attached,
it is stated that there is no truth in the allegation that
a cargo of arms and immigrants were landed with the
assistance of a British officer.

The Coanmander-in-Chief further states in this
latest telegram that a total of only 2 immigrants landed
at HAIFA from the 88 CAMPIDOGLIO on t 21st May, and the
circumstances. of this incident were t same as those
reported concerning the immigrants who landed from the
88 PROVIDENCE,

Apparently Headquarters Briti h Troops in
Palestine have no knowledge of a ship d the 88 ARGENTINE
having called at HAIFA and suggest that the pictures in the
Sphere and Illustrated London News were f immigrants from
the 88 PROVIDENCE.
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'rom : in C Moif

The War

D. T.0. 281315 B

Office

TOP CELT.

Ref your

78556/G(0)C.

13758 (MO4) of 25 May.

Onoe

A..

G ssiofl

The 920 Jows ox SS Providence

of corrcctly viscod 4nd valid

indistinguishable

B. 80 por

type. issued

Gortany

to displEccd

and Italy and

from bonofido

papers,

were all in poe-S

end were therefore

pa ssengora.

cent of passports woro of

porsons by British

the Nanson

Authorities

by French Authorities in France.

C. L s those immigrants hold correct they

wore imrmuno from port control. Thera being at the time

specific embargo except against Cyprus immigrants.

GOC British Tps in Palestine has since ordered

that until final withdrawal

Haifa Port except

there will

for Sorvice and Govt

be no entry through

personnel and selected,

civilians.
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.

lift. DESPATCH

No.....

BMEO,
CAIRO.

Copies to:

HM REPS AT:-

CAIRO
BAQDAD 1 7
AMIUAN ( 1

71
JEDDA I)
BEIRUT
DAMVASCUS U '
WASHINGTON 71

UK DEL NEW YORKt ?

4tfJe Q
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wretJ1948.

$r4yk 9

Sir,

With reference to your telegram No. 196 of

June 10th and your despatch of June 12th conveying

the contents of a memorandum from the Arab League

n the subject of Jewish immigration andof

arms into Haifa, I have to inform you that the

atter has been investigated and the British

uthorities on the spot have reported as follows:

It is a fact that the s.s. "PROVIDENCE"

anded about 920 Jews at Haifa on May 22nd and

that the s.s. "CAMPIDOGLIO" landed about 220 Jews

:>n the previous day. Immediately after these cases

were reported instructions were sent to the

British military authorities in the Middle East to

the effect that no immigration should take place

hrough the port of Haifa while British troops were

in occupation and that all possible steps should

e taken to prevent Jewish immigration into any

art of the British withdrawal area.

. Meanwhile, the General Officer Commanding had

issued a decision on his own account that Haifa

ould not be used for other than official

assenger traffic during the withdrawal. No

further immigration has taken place through the

ort of Haifa and the British military authorities

ave reported that there is no truth in the

allegation that arms and immigrants were landed fror

he s.s. "PROVIDENCE" with the assistance of a

riti.sh officer.

. I shall be grateful if you will reply to the

emorandum from the Arab League on the lines of the

receding paragra h3, For 'your information, the

isembarkation of passengers from the s.s.

/"PROVIDENCE"
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"PROVE* a4I

to have bee &ue t a misunderstanding. -XI

whether i

further details

League but

desirable,

would be profitable to

in' correspondence

authorized,you are

to express regret

this communication, at what

4

vaeb t

enter into

with the Arab

should you think

orally, when making

occurred.
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r IHJbL ,'.C. Leask. DSO,
WIl 9400 Ert.595.

BM/70.4

JIam,

THE WAR OFFICE,
WHITE L, S.W.1.

INDEXED

Please refer to my letter dated 23rd June.

I have attached a telegram from the
Connander-in-Chief, Middle East Land Forces, which
is an amendment to a telegram dated 21st June, of
which a copy has-been already forwarded to you.

It appears, that owing to a clerical error,
it was stated that only twenty-two Jewish illegal
immigrants disembarked at HAIFA from the S.S.
CAMPIDOGLIO on the 21st May, whereas in reality a
total of two hundred and twenty Jewish illegal irnigrants
landed at HAIFA from this ship.

I very much regret
on this point and I hope it
inconvenience.

having misinformed you
has not caused great

- ___

14t j Cal-

J.G.S. Beith, Esq.,
Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,
S.W. 1.
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., (Mo.4)
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ONE TUME SYSTEM.

li4

INDExED

Recd. 23 June 48.

From:- C in 0 "e1f. D. T. O. 231130 B June.

:- War Office.

IMEIATE

TOP SECRET. 83209 G(O)C.

Ref our 82797 G(O)C F 21 June Para Two.

of immigrants landed fromCampidoglio

Amendment.

should read

two hundred and

Message

twenty not twenty two.

Control.

- Distribution by MO4
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baTexIb O o. '. 1

6 Jaly, 1948.

No. /0
(s 8513/1399/31)

Sir,

With reference to your telegram No. 196 of 10th June

and your despatch of 12th Je conveying the contents of

a mesmrandum from the Arab League on the subinct of Jewish

immigration and the alleged importhof arms into Haifath a
I have to inform Your Excellenlcy that the matter e

investigated and the British authorities on the 
spot have

reported as follows:

2. It is a fact that the 8.8. "PVIDENCE" landed

about 920 IJewsat Haifa on 22nd May and that the s.s.

CAMPIDOGLIO" landed about 220 Jews on the previous day.

Immediately after these cases were reported instructions

were s en t to the British military authorities in the Middle

Bast to the effect that no ImBigration should take 
place

through the port of Haifa while Bristeps sh dbe taken to

prevent Jewish inigration into any part of the British

withdrawal area.

3. Meanwhile, the General Officer Commanding bad
issued a decision on his own account that Haifa could not

be used for other than official 
passenger traffic during

be ued fr oter tat eher mmigatio -h9 taken place
the withdrawal. No further inigrtiO s military
through the port of Haifa and the British truth in the
authorities have reported that there is no from the

allegDtion that arms and immigrant were landed from the

A.S p~VI~NC wt h the assistance of a British officer.

4. I shall be grateful if you will reply to the

memorandum from the Arab League ontforation the
preceding paragraphs. Po r from the .a. ROVIDECE

disembarhationOfpasgLIO appears to have been due to a

ajnd erstand"CAMPI doubt weher it would be profitable
misunderstanding. I doubt ils in correspondence with the

o enter into further e athorised should you think it

Arab League but ora regret orally, when making this

comnunication, at what oOcurred"

copies of this despatch to Hia

5It Rersentatives at Arab posts and Washiltol and

tea josty' s Represent anesa

to Sir Alexander Cadganl.

I am with great truth and respect,
I ''air,

Yell y's obedient servant,
YourEnllnyaota)

(Por the Seeretary of state

His Excll enc y,
Mr. j.M. Troutbeck, 5. *V '

etc.t.reishidle East Office,

Cairo.
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It has oem to the knowledge of the

League of Arab States that two vessels, one flying the

Panaca Flag and the other apparently that of Poland, arrived

at an early hour in the morning of Monday, the 14th of June,

at Haifa. One of the vessels carries tanks and the other guns

and ainunition, all destined for the Zionists.

The vessels did not enter the port,

it being under British control, but stopped short at the side

of an adjoining quay, belonging to the Iraqian Petroleum

Company (I.P.C.).

To allow these two vessels to enter the

port of Haifa and unload their cargo constitutes a violation

of the pledges given by the British Authorities to prevent the

utilisation of the port for the admission of Jewish amaigrants

and arm, as well as an infringement of the resolution passed

by the Seeurity Counoil on the 29th of lay, 1948, relating to

the Cease-Fire Order in Palestine.

The Arab League, therefore, expects that the British

Authorities who are still responsible for the Port of

Haifa would prevent these vessels from unloading their cargo

and the falling of these arms and munitions in the hands of

the Zionists. z
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E8G90
Cypher/orr. L- AL-=-~

ragI3Rmsa~ MnDA 3aT on (CAIRO

TO Y RBoN Qm

D. 4.5 p.m. 25th Jurs, 1948.
R. 6.17 p.m. 25th June, 1948.
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My telegram No,205 and your telegram No.847.

I have informed Secretariat of Arab League that
our infrmation frm H a, is that there is no
truth whatever in the elation contained in
their memorandum that Panama and Polish ships had
arrived in Haifa.

[Note by Ca mncations DeIartent:
Telegram No.84 was repeti tion of Haifa N.112]
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hei elpw No.155 of 26th June 1948
to breign 0ff.

Paragraph 1, line 5:-

For "[? gps. pittedd" read "caused".

00MJWNICATIONS DEPARiiT

4th July1948.

4.t 1 I

m Cm 0
C) - - -
O -<

-C ) - 'o

m 0 x 0

-40O

O s-4 s-
0z - x

0 n

C a z
m r-0
r r -
- -C
A) -4

-- o
S-r1

6

N)

U'

C

c)

0

v

0

A1

(b

co

co

JAL



CYPHER/0TfP
I~L1~LIOAL DIS i~DUTIQN -

FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN

Mr. Marriott.

26th June, 1913.'

26th June

R: 8.15

, 1948.

p.R. 26th June, 1948.

Repeated to: Ba gdad,
B.M.E.O. (Cairo),
Jerusalem,
Beirut Saving,
Damascus Saving,
Awman Saving,
Jedd.a Saving.

A dressed to Foreign Office t
reputd agdad, B. .E.O.(Cairo) a
BeIit,Dmscus, Amman and Jedda.

Your telegram No. 167.

Bagdad taleg m No. 68 . Ship therein called A tlania
ap pars to be Alalena whih did not (repeat not) came nea
Ha a but [? grps.cmtd.] battle between gana and I.Z.L.
and crisis in "Government state of Israel".

E
J

elelgram No, lM
nd Jerusalem and

of Juno
Saving

2. Naval authorities have wa
into similar unfoumded reports

sted uch time in en
from Arab sources.

quiri ng

Foreign Office
as my telegrams Nos.

repeat Bagdad, B.M.E.O. Jerusalem
8, 7 and 15-,respectively.

[Repeated to Bagdad, B.M.E.0. and Jerusalem]
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E..893&
P(LIENRAL D23IBJ30HAM

JUL lu
Rn BAK.o.(CAIJo) m - PEIe FICE

30th June, 1948.

Repeated to: Haifa.

D: 5.15 p.m. 30th Jne , 1948.

R: 7.46 p.m. 30Q June, 1948.

kdres to Fore off a tale o 2

My telegram No. 19

I as sune tha t statment ma in Haifa telegram No.122
to you as corrected by your 10? to Cairo refers to the
allegation that a British officer assisted in the dis-
embarkation of innigrants and stares.

I propose therefore answering Arab League's meworandum
by conveying to them the dew a1 contained in Haifa telegram
No. 122. As regards the request in lst paragraph of t
Leagues mmoranta I sug at I merely give them the
inf rna tion cantained in rat two sentences only of Haifa
telegram No. 4l to you.

P6 Hgaasyeg N.
Please pass t6 Hifa as my telegram No 9.

L- z /37

[Repeated to Haifa].
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4UT FILE

Ia8938/399/31
b .iL LnL

(To British Middle sat Offecoir)-

D. 2.16.p" N. 10th July 1948.

9th Jwly 198.

Your tslegra No. 219 Lot Jus 30th:
"Provies" ease]

Await instructions by bag.
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SCode R

Mr. Greenway
No.72.
June 50th,1948.

IE8db
PO9ITICAL DISTRxIBUTION 

E..8 4 '

Am m FOMG JUL 1948

D: 6 .1 2 .p,m. June 50th, 1948.
R: 2.6. a.m. July 1st, 1948.

Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York and Cairo.

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 72 a ,uf e
30th, repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York and
Ua.4'roj JJ. Fe[

Foreign, Office telegram No. 1059 [ sic] td Cairo.

Local press reports Panamanian Government has
issued decree forbidding ships and aeroplanes registered
in Panama from oarryiug arms and men of military age to
Palestine.

2. Text af decree follows by air mail as soon as
available.

m c m 0
n - -v -
o) ~ ,-<

m v oC~

o 3

,, -cm -
-(A -
n- -V

m 0 = 0

0 --4~

o = -0 x
= m x

-0 n

w r 0
r r --I

(7 -4

ODW

.-. ..- 00-----

jz 'Wa
Oj "

4



948

Registry
Number

TELEGRAM ROMX
BAGBAD (81p E Mme )

No.
75 5

Dated

Received
in Registry

8Jul48

12 Jul 48

E
PALESTINE

{
ti' C .4 376

Re"W t a1a t1lga 135 (( .

It ± ro tant that unfounde'
of illegal mm should be dnied to4I
Of .bt.$4q amMtiet 'mx fUwp~
con~itioIA ata a*its rga R89eoms
doea s latn the sa (athePoshs-i).p re
to Bagdad t .1 64 :( 89V10/3).

Last Paper.

E g71kO

References.

(Print.)

(flow

(Ic.

(Action
completed.)

Next

diaposed of.)

cci42

(Inde

la 1'n-FI).

My. k1 na

I Ao er 4a.

. 64 .

1rL~

WAt

Lic ?i may{

(Minutes.)

LT.13 :Viu4

401kC 4'. .4e f 1

PtiL 4 j

klj4^ cAA'qVc
A

0

O

P'

Sz

O
C

CO

z
0

-4
A

m n0

O -

=0

O-

-o

10x

r 0

-4

-4WI1

Pap r.
r---

'I

\.0. \_ -a

* i ti/.??'-v.a" PMy

iI

pvt

lfvk

imSFS 4 0 F )'

' ,, JUL

Reled

Gilw| sad .

jb



Cypher/0Tp OITIALDIsTRmrU'TIOi.
FAOM BA@AD TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Sir H.iack.

y, 1948.
D. 9.52 p.m. 9th July, 1948.
R. 11.6 p.m. 9th July, 1948.

Repeated to 'a, S., E.0. , And Saving to JeiusalentiljBirut,
amascus, Amman and Jedda.

Haifa telegram No. 155 to you.
Despite difficult of obtainin authenticinte i under present conditions n Haifa I submitthat isi prtant to be able to deny unfounded reports.Haifa telegram under reference does net enable me tode this In the case of Polish ship referred to in mytelegram 684.

[grp. undec. ? also] to you.

Foreign Office pass Haifa as my telegram 11.

instrueNots heated to Haifa pending departmental
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" OTTIDETI-L

BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE,
10 SHARIA TOLUMBAT,

CAIRO.

-3 1/23/5 17th July, ]

Sir,

With re
( E 8513/1399/
have the honou
of 1.emorandun

0 -,- VN . - , n - .-

RE EIVED IN O.B

2IJUL 1948

BENT TO DEPT.

9839
fereno e to your l -patch I
1) of the th July, 19) coy I
r to forar h1e-re'iitth a et ory
xvAich I have so>nt to) the Sec rotary

Lenie in rel
emlorandu> of 7th June, a cony of

forwardied to you under uy des Lth
June.

y to is

o the 1

r°,

2t.

I am sending? copies of this desratcih with
the enclosure to H.I.. representatives at the
Arab posts and 7ashincton and to Sir Alexander
'adocan.

I have the honour to he 'ith
highest rewe.t,

Sir,
Your >:ost obedie nt,hu ibe Ic

The Pt. lion. Ernest 2evin IK.F.
H.IJ. Principal Secretary of State
Foreign Office.

for Foreirrn

the

nerv:ant.
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16th July, 1948.

The Head of the British Middle East Office
presents his compliments to the Secretary General
of the Arab League and has the honour to refer to
the latter's memorandm of the 7th June, 1948 on
the subject of the arrival at Haifa of the
8.8. PROVIDEIE.a The facts of the case have now
been established and are as follows :

2. On the 22nd May the 8.8. Providence
landed about 920 Jews at Haifa and on the previous
day the 8.8. Campidoglio about 220 Jews. Immediately
after these cases were reported instructions were
sent to the British military authorities in the
Middle East to the effect that no immigration should
take place through the port of Haifa while British
troops were in occupation and that all possible
steps should be taken to prevent Jewish immigration
into any part of the British withdrawal area.

3. Meanwhile, the General Officer commanding
had issued a decision on his own account that
Haifa could not be used for other than official
passenger traffic during the withdrawal. No further
immigration took place through the port of Haifa up
to the time of the withdrawal of British forces and
the British military authorities have reported that
there is no truth in the allegation that arms and
immigrants were landed from the S.S. Providence with
the assistance of a British Officer.
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